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I’m a self-taught craftsman. And since forever, I’ve been using clay to create works of art that do useful work. (And, sometimes, works of art that are works of art.)

All my pieces are hand-built. And free-form. And one-of-a-kind. And, because I’m a persistent perfectionist, every piece knows that if it doesn’t meet my expectations, functionally or esthetically, it’ll never get out of the studio. Because, I’d pick up a tool I call The Hammer of Hal and smash that piece. And then remake it. My clients love that I will do this to ensure their satisfaction. Fortunately, at this stage of my career, such a drastic step is seldom required.

I make strongly sculptural stoneware lamps, some lit by oil-wicks, others by candles.

I also hand-build planters. And vases. And moribanas to hold Japanese ikebana cut-flower arrangements. 

When I’m not working with stoneware, I make pieces out of white porcelain raku clay which I smoke in a charcoal grill. When I take them out, they’re covered in marbelized creamy browns or greys.

And then, I make Judaica. I was honored for my work in that field by the Jewish Art Museum of Temple Israel Center in White Plains, when it made me the second Artist-in-Residence in the synagogue’s 100-year history. I’m pleased that the synagogue has placed one of my sculptures on permanent display in its main lobby.

My pieces have been exhibited and sold at fine shops and galleries including The Clay Art Center Gallery in Port Chester NY, The Jewish Museum in New York City, and at numerous juried craft shows, including the Bet Am Shalom Synagogue Judaica Craft Shows in White Plains, NY. These days, however, most of my studio time is spent executing commissions.
